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We are made new in Christ as God’s children, but our ‘past’ triesto find ways to hinder our new walk. 

Not a few Christians start living by faith in Christ with joy, but later things get heavy in their lives or find spending time with Christians tiresome or even return to their old habits. What are the causes of these situations?

<02>
A friend of mine once had a scooter, but left it there since it got broken. Then he bought a new car. He did not even remember about the scooter as something in the past. However, in every April, they sent him a bill to pay tax for that scooter. He just paid it reluctantly. However, just paying it did not cancel the registration of the scooter. Then in the next April, he was asked to pay the tax again. He ended up paying the tax for 3 years in a row. 
<03>
In fact, the similar thing is happening in our lives in faith. The covenants we made with evil spirits in the past unconsciously are still valid, even after we believe in Jesus and have started new life with joy in Christ. The paying of the tax for the scooter may not be too much, but in our spiritual lives, the covenants we have made with evil spirits in our past damage our lives in faith, and can have power to hinder human relationship and even destroy our lives. 


<04>
This type of spiritual bondage is different from the issue of our forgiveness of sins. Also it is different from healing of the hearts, although there are some elements which ovelap. In this study, we will look into especially the covenants with evil spirits. 
<05>
Any sin can be forgiven as you believe in Jesus. But it does not necessarily mean that all the spiritual bondage or spiritual covenants can dissapear automatically by believing in Jesus. Sometimes those things disappear automatically but if there is anything that burdens your heart or worries you, it would be better to examine your heart or ask others for help. 
<06>
You may feel a little embarrassed at that time when you ask for help. However, as you do, it will bring you peace andfreedom to you for the rest of your life. If you have been a Christian for a long time, your pride may make you feel that you cannot share such a struggle with anybody. Therefore, it may be easier for newly saved people to receive such help. 
<07>
For example, if you have a sexual relationship outside of the wedlock, that becomes an action of making a covenant. Sexual activity is not only physical or emotional issue but also spiritual connection.  
<08>
I Cor. 6:16-17 Or do you not know that he who is joined to a harlot is one body with her? For "the two," He says, "shall become one flesh."

 But he who is joined to the Lord is one spirit with Him.
<09>
Sex is not ohly a physical action but also a spiritual action which brings spiritual unity with the other person. When you have sex, your spirit connects with the other person’s spirit. Also you will be spiritual affected by the spiritual bondage, generational curses, or other spiritual things of the other person. 
<10>
Therefore, it is necessary to rennounce the covenants in the past, not just repenting the sins of the past.
<11>
Wrong spiritual covenants can be made without any intention through participating in religious ceremonie. Also, if you see any fortune telers, you can get bound by evil spirits, because seeing fortune tellers is an act of having someone with demonic power your priest. 
<12>
In Japan, many gods are worshipped, but there aren’t many gods in fact nor is not a nuetral existence.

As it says in Deu.32:17,” They sacrificed to demons, not to God,To gods they did not know,” it is not a neutral existence but demons. 
<13>
Many people have a concept of God such as ‘there are many paths to a mountain but eventually the goalis the same. At the same time, any religion can lead to the same God eventually.’ However, it is not correct. 
<14>
According to the Bible, we are not to have any other thing as God rather than the only true God who created the universe. (Matthew 4:10) You may think it is too exclusive. However, for example, a husband tells ​​​​his wife that her husband is only one and that is him, would that husband be arrogant and exclusive? Never. 
<15>
If it is friends, you may have as many as possible. However, a spouse is only one. The true relationship with God is like a relationship with parents. There is no substitute. Also it is like a marriage relationship. 
<16>
The Bible says that idolatery is spiritual adultery (sex outside of wedlock). That is because ‘marriage relationship’ is created to represent ‘our true relationship with God’. Just as a loving married couple communicate with each other, we can establish our relationship with the true God. 
<17>
The first visit of the year to a shrine or other religious activities naturally bring spiritual bondages. According to a Japanese custom called Shichigosan, they take their children to a shrine and have them receive a ‘blessing’. However, it is not about receiving a blessing but making terms of exchange: We dedicate this child to you so please protect him. 
<18>
That means that once a covenant is made even by the parents, the demon has a authority over you and it is valid until the covenant is rennounced. 
<19>
A family religion has not a little influence over your life. Any religion, even though it may be practiced just as a culture or custom, it can have a certain spiritual influence. However, a influence of new religions such as  Sokagakkai, Mahikari, Johova’s witnesses may be greater. In the home of Johova’s witnesses can bring about legalistic trauma. In such cases, there needs to be a proess of inner healing. 
<20>
There are also generational curses working in the family lines such as mental diseases, alcoholism, lust etc.
<21>
（Ex.20:5）you shall not bow down to them nor serve them. For I, the Lord your God, am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children to the third and fourth generations of those who hate Me, 
<22>
The Bible says that the covenants with demons made by 3rd or 4th generations before bring bondages to a person. Especially, the cases of fortune tellers or witches bring greater bondages to descendants. 
<23>
Ways to rennounce the covenants:
Basically you can do it by yourself. But it is more effective if you ask your pastor or staff to help you.It is like getting out of a hole with someone pulling you out is more effective than trying to come out of a hole on your own. 

<24>
1） Recognize the problem

25>
２）Ask God to intervene in the problem through prayer
<26>
３）Confess a prayer to rennounce the bondage. The more specific, the better. For example, you may confess like this.’I did such and such at the age of such at such shring. But it was a wrong covenant. I repent and rennounce that covenant in the name of Jesus Christ.’
<27>
４）If someone prays with you, he or she can declare that the bondage is broken. For example, ‘ I declarethis person(name of the person) has rennounced this covenant and he or she is made free in the name of Jesus Christ. 
<28>
５）Invite God into the area of deliverance, and pray to be filled with the Holy Spirit. 
<29>
The guideline and follow up:
This ministry for deliverance is an auxiliary ministry such as counseling, and it is done in the large frame of church life and fellowship, dealing with healing of hearts and spirits. Therefore, it is not sufficient to receive this type of ministry alone. Instead, it is necessary to continue with healthy church life and keep receiving care of the hearts and souls. 
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