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<01>

The church is called Ecclesia in the original language of the Bible. It is a word that means a group of people. Therefore,

a church is a gathering of people centered on God, and the material for building a church is the members who gather there.

This means that God uses all parts of us as human beings, including our bodies, minds, spirits, and emotions.

<02>

In the previous study (John 11:43-44), from the resurrection of Lazarus, we touched on the healing of the heart using the relationships between church members.

<03>

The reasons for building a church through fellowship are as follows.

Healing starts when you open up and talk about yourself.

.�A The Spirit of God works when we carry each other's burdens and treat each other prayerfully.

<04>

The reason why this happens is because the Holy Spirit lives in those who believe in Christ, so God works even through our casual conversations and fellowship.

These include healing of the mind, revelation, prophecy, words of wisdom, healing of the body, and so on.

So keep in mind that the fellowship of the church is a vessel for the work of the Holy Spirit.

<05>

And in order to fully demonstrate it, we need to know the following principles.

.@ All men are so precious that Christ died for them.

�A Have the perspective that God is good.

�B "Boundaries" (*1) are respected. In other words, nothing is forced and free will is respected.

.�C Judge no one, don't need to be blamed by anyone.

.D Listening (*2) to understand the feelings of others can be the beginning of healing and recovery.

<06>

(*1) “Respect for Boundaries” You can put yourself in a safe position in a state where you and the other person are separated.

(*2) “Listening” is to listen, not to judge or teach.

<07>

Basically, after the Sunday service message twice a month, we form a small group and have a time to respond to the message. It is time for the above principles to be understood and implemented.

<08>

■

Basically, the content of a private conversation with someone should not be disseminated.

So if someone confides in you and tells you something, there is no need to report it to the pastoral staff. Because I trusted you and told you.

But if you hear us and need advice or are overwhelmed, of course we can help.

<09>

Anyway, if you want to talk about something you don't want anyone to talk about, you should ask a professional counselor.

<10>

■

Avoid Gossip Prayers: There are times when gossip is spread by calling it a “prayer topic.” God knows everything, so it doesn't mean you have to tell everyone the details and pray to get your prayers answered.

<11>

■

Response when hearing negative words towards someone

Of course, in principle there is no change. That means listening and understanding how you feel.

However, if this is all that is done, the person's condition may not change much.

<12>

If you know that inappropriate remarks and behavior are often signs that the person has a problem in their heart, it is for the sake of that person that you just listen and leave it alone. not good. For that person's healing, it would be best if you could actually do something to go to God together, not just praying behind the scenes.

<13>

Correct:

Also, listening is not a panacea. Sometimes it may be necessary to gently correct the person.

Because if you're the only one who hears someone say something wrong, you're the only one who can fix it.

<14>

(Galatians 6:1) Brothers! If anyone is wrong, you who are of the Spirit should correct him in meekness. ("Procedures to correct" Matthew 18:15 will also be helpful.)

<15>

Premise to know:

.�@ People who make claims tend not to talk about their problems.

.�A So an appeal to something cannot judge the situation until it has heard both sides.

<16>

About apologizing

If you say or act wrongly to someone, of course you should apologize.

You will see the Spirit of God working through it.

<17>

Even so, if it is not accompanied by a legalistic, or rather, mentality that says, "Because it is right to do so" or "I should apologize because I am a Christian," the apology will not be very effective, and I myself will not be able to apologize. You may not really feel that you have been forgiven because you are lying about it.

<18>

In addition, various factors are intertwined for things to happen.

Apologizing does not mean total surrender to the other party, nor does it mean that the other party is doing the right thing. For example, sometimes

there are people who do not apologize even after causing a traffic accident, thinking that it would be disadvantageous to apologize. However, normally, even if you apologize,

it only means that you acknowledged the negligence within the scope of your responsibility, and it does not mean that you take full responsibility.

So an apology doesn't demean you.

<19>

Cases that should not be apologized

No apology is necessary if no harm is done. If you are not actually harming the other person and in your "thoughts" you were simply resentful or envious of that person, apologize or confess your sins to that person. No need to. Because it is not a sin committed against the other person, but a problem between that person and God.

<20>

You can understand it better if you rephrase it like this. If a man confesses to a woman, "I have had a crush on you," the woman will be offended. It has nothing to do with that woman.

Such a confession is ill-advised to destroy the community.

<21>

(3) Risk of communication on the Internet. :

You should know that what you want to say can be misunderstood when you write it down or when you are short of words.

Spreading your dissatisfaction on SNS such as Facebook as if you were talking to yourself is not an appropriate behavior.

<22>

Since smartphones make it easy to communicate, you may end up writing without thinking.

The reason I prefer email communication and not messenger is that I can't save drafts and think about them before sending.

Also, LINE cannot be used on a computer. This is because you may misunderstand the other party because you try to make the number of characters as small as possible on a smartphone.

<23>

■

Of course, all of the troubles in human relationships are not the work of Satan, but are often due to confusion and misunderstandings in communication. But Satan is tough, and if he wants to take advantage of us and destroy the church, then we should be wise.
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