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Baptism is a public act of faith by those who have decided to follow Jesus through getting their whole bodies immersed in the water.  
<02>
"He who believes and is baptized will be saved.”(Mark 16:16)

There are cases in some churches where they baptize the infants so that they may be able to go to heaven even if they may die early, which they do based on this scripture. However, it has to be those who believe that get saved. So there is no sense in baptizing those who do not have faith. 
<03>
The other extreme (Luke23:43）is the idea that you should just believe and that is enough and there is no need of baptism, because Jesus declared salvation to the one who repented on the cross. The background of such belief is the lack of understanding that salvation is a process. 
Jesus got baptized in order to be an example for us to follow, before he started ministrying. Therefore, if someone is not baptized even though he has faith, that shows that his faith is not moving towards the right direction. 
<03>
There are three witnesses when we get baptized as our statement of our faith.

(1) God and heavenly angels：
(1) When we confess faith in public, heaven is filled with joy.
（Eph1:3）・・Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ,

（Luke15:7） ・・ "I say to you that likewise there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine just persons who need no repentance. 
<04>
2） Church：　We celebrate the public confession of faith together as family of God 

To have a relationship with God is done in the family of God. That is, we are invited into a community of God. Therefore, baptism can be compared to a wedding. 
<05>
3）Devil： It is declared officially through baptism that you get out of the control of Devil.
（１John5:19） We know that we are of God, and the whole world lies under the sway of the wicked one.

Before we get saves, we were all under the control of Devil. So baptism declares the rejection of that control officially.
<06>
■　Requirements for baptism

１）To have faith in Christ　：Anyone can have faith. However, the degrees are different depending on the person. No one has perfect faith from the beginning. In fact, none of us has perfect faith. Therefore, there is no strict standard for faith. But the following may be the requirements;
<07>
２）Direction to become disciples：　　（Matthew28:19）"Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,

The requirement for getting baptized is to have a direction to become disciples of Christ. It does not mean bcoming perfect. It is a matter of attitude of direction that you desire to lean and follow Jesus. 
<08>
３）　To have understanding the standard of living as a Christian. You may not understand it clearly by just attending church. There is a way of life as a Christian, which may include avoiding any addictive conditions such as alcohol, nicotin, games, pornography etc. 
<09>
There are many other factors. But one of the standards for Christian life is giving offering. Offering is considered as part of worship to God. It may be a barometer of faith and indicates where oure hearts are. In Matthew 6:21, "For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” 
<10>
The Bible teaches us to give a tithe – 10 percent of your income – to God. Therefore, in many churches, they teach tithe offering with baptism. This is different from regular offering at church. 
<11>
However, we collect all the offering in the same bags. Therefore we do not know who give offering and how much they give. We do in this way because we would like everyone to give spontaneously and willingly from their hearts without being pressured.　

<12>
■　Why do we get baptized?
１）Because Jesus commanded that： Baptism is what Jesus commanded us to do as Matthew 28:19 says. And Jesus Himself did get baptized and showed us an example so that we may all get baptized. (Matthew 3:15) 
Baptism is act of repentance of sins. As Jesus humbled Himself and got baptized, whild He had no sin,  we all should get baptized. 
<13>
２）It is done in the love relationship with God
（Matthew3:17）And suddenly a voice came from heaven, saying, "This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased."
It is not just an obligation as it was commanded, but our God loves us and He delights when we walk in His Will. So we get baptized because we love God. 
<14>
■　Baptism is 　～
１）public statement of faith：　as it was mentioned before（１Peter3:21）3:21 ・・・baptism (not the removal of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience toward God), 
<15>
Baptism is the only official statement of faith. Therefore, you may get persecuted once you get baptized even in tolerant nations or families. You may be in danger of death in Muslim countries. 
The perspective on religion commonly seen in Japan is that you can believe in anything as long as you honor the sects of ancestors.

As far as you remain in that frame, they may tolerate your believing in Christ. But once you are to get baptized, there may be strong resistance. It is because getting baptized means public statement of faith instead of believing in hearts. 
<16>
We say that we get saved by believing in Christ. That is certainly true. However, just confessing by mouth is not perfect. That is not the official statement. 
The common understanding of many churches is that those who are not baptized are considered as seekers even if they attend church every week. They are considered as ‘not Christians yet’. They are more than seekers and less than Christians. In SCG, we call those who believe in Jesus ‘saved’ and ‘Christians’ 
<17>
In SCG, we call those who believe in Jesus ‘saved’. But we do not for sure whether that person is a Christian. The meaning of being a Christian is to be in Christ. Those who follow Jesus should be baptized. In our church, we do not distinguish radically between Christians and non-Christians. Instead, we make it vague and gradual so that we can have all the people as one community, which is our strategy. Therefore, we avoid saying to the person who is not  baptized that he or she is not saved yet. However, it does not diminish the value of baptism. 
<18>
２）The statement to come out of the control of the devil：　as it was mentioned in <05>.
<19>
３）The funeral to bury old self
Baptism is compared to wedding in the previous explanation. It is also a funeral, which means making a new start, parting old self. If you do not part old self, you will end up dragging it in your life. 
<20>
Romans6:4-6）6:4 Therefore we were buried with Him through baptism into death, that just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.

 6:5 For if we have been united together in the likeness of His death, certainly we also shall be in the likeness of His resurrection,

 6:6 knowing this, that our old man was crucified with Him, that the body of sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves of sin. 
<21>
Baptism is reproducing the death of Jesus. The body before crucification was corruptible body. However, the resurrected body is uncorruptible body and glorified body. As we get baptized, we experience the death and resurrection of Jesus symbolically.
<22> 
Baptism is not　～
１）Act and water of baptism does not clean us. 　（１Peter3:21）the answer of a good conscience toward God　・・・
<23>
２）It is an entrance of faith, not the completion.
The goal of our faith is to become like Jesus. Therefore, baptism is like an entrance ceremony of our faith. And thegrow of our faith does not depend on our efforts but on the work of the Holy Spirit. 
（２Corint3:18）3:18 But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just as by the Spirit of the Lord. 
（Eph4:13　・・・・:13 till we all come to ・・・to a perfect man, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ;
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