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 But who am I, and who are my people,That we should be able to offer so willingly as this?For all things come from You,And of Your own we have given You. (I Cro.29:14)

David said this. 

God has given us so many things such as (1)health (2)work (3)gifts (4)money (5)time (6)opportunities (7)heart (8) other things. 
<02>
What we have been given needs to be circulated in two ways (1) to be given to God (2) to be shared to others. 
<03>
■　Serving others with our gifts and abilities
Matthew25:14 25:14 "For the kingdom of heaven is like a man traveling to a far country, who called his own servants and delivered his goods to them. 25:15 "And to one he gave five talents, to another two, and to another one, to each according to his own ability; and immediately he went on a journey. 
<04>
The master　in this verse symbolizes God, and the servants who received talents symbolize human beings. Talents are the unit of currency in those days but it symbolizes gifts or abilities. 
<05>
The servant who received 1 talent considered it less than others. But actually 1 talent is equivalent to millions of yen. That is, he thought he had received little but actually he was given enough. 
<06>
Matthew25:29 'For to everyone who has, more will be given, and he will have abundance; but from him who does not have, even what he has will be taken away. 
Therefore, everyone has been given something. If there is anyone who thinks he is not given anything, he is just believing so.If he cannot make use of his own talents, it will be because he considered himself  inferior to others, which is inferiority complex. 
<07>
Those who struggle in giving are advised to examine ‘healing of hearts’ in A and B group.
<08>
■　Body and health
Health and youth does not last forever. Even if you get saved and born again, you have a body so you may get sick and eventually die. 

We should not, however, give limitation to ourselves, even though we as human beings have some sort of weaknesses. 
<09>
Hebrew10:5  Therefore, when He came into the world, He said:"Sacrifice and offering You did not desire,But a body You have prepared for Me.

 10:6 In burnt offerings and sacrifices for sinYou had no pleasure. 10:7 Then I said, 'Behold, I have come-・・・ -To do Your will, O God.' 
<10>
This word of the Bible  This verse of the Bible talks about how Christ became a man and did the will of God although remaining within the limitation of a human body. Health and youth differ depending on people. However, as we give ourselves to God as much as possible, within our own limitation, which is true living offering and worship. 
<11>
Romans 12:1I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service. 
<12>
Genzo Mizuno was paralyzed totally and could not even speak a word. But after he got saved, he created many beautiful poems with ‘blinking’. His poems have been giving hope to so many people. His name is known as ‘a blinking poet’. He used all that he had and made use of it. 
<13>
Having limitation in physical ability or body is not a problem. What is important for God is how we make use of what you have. 
<14>
■　money
It is possible to spend money only while you are alive. In order to take the assets we obtained on the earth to heaven, we need to use the currency which is valid in heaven. That is called ‘storing treasure in heaven (Matthew 6:20, 19:21). That means that offering is like depositing money in heavenly bank.
<15>
It is often said that God is not in need of money. Then why do we need to give offering to God? 
<16>
What God seeks in us is our hearts. Offering is one of the ways which show where our hearts are. 
Matthew 6:19-2 "Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, ・・・ 6:20 "but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, ・・・6:21 "For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 
<17>
10 % of our income belongs to God (Malachi3:8-12) Therefore, let us return 10% of all the blessings given by God. In the same way, we collect offering at church services, which is expression of thanks to God. 
<18>
Also in many churches, they teach offering on special occasions such as baptism, Christmas, Resurrection Sunday, etc to give to God as thanksgiving. In our church, we do not teach that in particular, because we hope people give willingly from their own hearts. But it is good to find occasions to give special thanksgiving offering to God. 
<19>
■　Time
In our busy social life, it is not easy to care about others unless you have extra time. Turning our hearts is also giving our time. 
In our daily life, we do not know when we will have opportunities to share the Gospel, lay hands and pray for others, and manifest the glory of God. If we have peace and space in our lives every day instead of being chased by time, we may be able to make use of such opportunities even if they come suddenly. 
<20>
■　opportunity
Eph 5:16  redeeming the time, because the days are evil. 5:17 Therefore do not be unwise, but understand what the will of the Lord is. 
<21>
God gives us blessings and opportunities. But the doors are not always open all the time. So we need to take advantage of the given opportunity wisely. 
<22>
Also, making use of opportunities also means giving opportunities to others. If we give way to those behind us, we will be pushed to the next upper level. Many people cling to their own positions and do not desire to raise others. Because of that, growth as a whole can be hindered. 
<23>
■　heart
Eph.4:32 And be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, just as God in Christ forgave you. 
<24>
One of the greatest blessings Christians own is capacity of hearts through salvation and peace given by God. As for managing services of church, there need to be more people for serving in ministries. But those needs are not met. One of the causes people keep away from serving in church may be because their hearts are preoccupied. 
<25>
Giving has many areas. But what is common in all is that a will of a person is necessary in order to give. It takes the power of the Holy Spirit to change the will of a person. Also, for the Holy Spirit to work, hearts need to be healed and restored. 
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