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What comes to your mind when you hear a word ‘authority’? There are people who abuse authority in this world. So you may have a negative impression about this word.

If so, it may be necessary for us to learn about authority again, because the kingdom of God is the kingdom where God reigns. He is the God who judges with justice without abusing authority. 
<02>
When we talk about spiritual authority, that includes the authority we use. When we pray, we expect our prayer to be heard. That means that we excercize the authority on the earth that God has entrusted in us. Therefore, in order for us to live a victorious life on the earth, we need to learn about authority. 
<03>
Luke7:7-9 7:7 "Therefore I did not even think myself worthy to come to You. But say the word, and my servant will be healed.

 7:8 "For I also am a man placed under authority, having soldiers under me. And I say to one, 'Go,' and he goes; and to another, 'Come,' and he comes; and to my servant, 'Do this,' and he does it."

 7:9 When Jesus heard these things, He marveled at him, and turned around and said to the crowd that followed Him, "I say to you, I have not found such great faith, not even in Israel!" 
<04>
It is very rare in the Bible that Jesus marveled at anything. The reason why he marveled at this man was because he understood the spiritual principle that you need to be under authority to be able to excercize authority. 
<05>
Even a robust policeman cannot stop traffic on his holiday without uniform. However, even a small female police officer, if she is in the uniform, anyone even maffia or government official submit to her instructions. 

It is not because of their abilities, but because of the sign of authority they have. Therefore, the secret for victorious Christian lives is to be under the covering of authority of God. 


<06>
James 4:6 But He gives more grace. Therefore He says:"God resists the proud,But gives grace to the humble." 4:7 Therefore submit to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you.4:6-7）

<07>
The Bible says that those who submit to God can overcome Satan and they will be protected. They don’t even have to fight to overcome because Satan flees from them. 
<08>
Being spiritually protected is called ‘being under covering’  according to a Christian terminology.  Or ‘being under the spiritual umbrella’ ,which means that you are protected spiritually just like you don’t get wet with rain when you use an umbrella. 
<09>
This protection means spiritual and miraculous protection, but in many cases the protection comes by keeping the commandments of God, which is a ‘natural’ way.

A certain person got angry and was about to explode with anger but he remembered a verse in Prov. 16:32 He who is slow to anger is better than the mighty,And he who rules his spirit than he who takes a city. Then he was able to escape ruining his life. 
<10>
Now we can come to think about this. What Adam and Eve needed in order to avoid the temptation of Satan was not to do the spiritual warfare but just to obey the commandment of God. 
<11>
■

What we have talked about so far is to be under the covering of God. But the order in the society, family, and church is also an important factor. 
<12>
Romans13:1 Let every soul be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority except from God, and the authorities that exist are appointed by God. 
<13>
We hesitate to introduce this verse, because there are churches which abuse this verse to control church members ・・・so called ‘cultized (coined word) churches’. 
<14>
In our church, we respect ‘boundaries’ of each person. So we do not impose things on anyone. However, it is also true that as you respect and accept the advice from the leader who are familiar with the Word and are led by the Holy Spirit, you are protected. 
<15>
Therefore, it is not right to obey blindly but it is wise to listen and pay attention to advice which seems good. 
<16>
●’Being under covering’ is a barometer of obedience to God：
I John4:20  If someone says, "I love God," and hates his brother, he is a liar; for he who does not love his brother whom he has seen, how can he love God whom he has not seen? 
<17>
This verse in the Bible can be applied to another meaning. ‘he who does not submit to your spiritual leader whom you have seen, how can you submit to God whom you have not seen?’ 
<18>
· How are you protected?：

It is like you are protected by obeying the word of God. The reason why you are protected when you stay in the order of church is not just because you are protected automatically by the spiritual power. 

<19>
Actually, your spiritual leaders may ‘exhort’ or ‘correct’ you if your attitude and behaviour are not adequate. You are protected when you accept them. When you keep those words in your heart, and apply to your life, then you will be protected.

　<20>
●What happens when you are ’ under the spiritual covering’ is you get ‘anointing’(power of God).：

Psalm133:2   It is like the precious oil upon the head,Running down on the beard,The beard of Aaron,Running down on the edge of his garments. 
<21>
The oil which is poured on high priest Aron runs down naturally down and it symbolizes the anointing (power of God). If we do not have rebellion or disobedience in our hearts, the spiritual power and protection which is given to the leaders by God will reach you without any hindrance. 
<22>
■

If being under the spiritual covering and being obedient is important in the spiritual warfare, then it is Satan who desires most to destroy it. So we need to see what are the causes for division. Here let us see why people cannot trust the authority or cannot submit to the authority. 
<23>
◎　cause of hindrance（１）wounds of the hearts and past traumatic experience：
Wounds of the past because of the bad relationship in the past (especially with parents) become foothold for the enemy to enter. 
In case people move from other churches, they may have a difficulty opening their hearts to the leaders or pastors because their boundaries were invaded and they were hurt by the pastors or leaders in the previous church. 
<24>
◎　cause for hindrance（２）the spirits they have：
Those who have rebellion and self-indulgence cannot submit to the authority. There is a need to cast out such a spirit. The best way to do so is to humble yourself.
<25>
One of the ‘keys’ to being delivered from wrong spirits, trauma, or wounds is to ‘be open and share your heart with others’. Everyone has some kind of struggle in their hearts. If you can share that with someone who is trustworthy and spiritually mature, and is under covering, you become free by sharing and praying for one another. 
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