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In this world, there are various types of suffering. It is the same for us Christians. How can we understand this? 
<02>
1） Problems happen naturally.
Because man disturbed the order of God, the nature was subjectd to futility (Romans 8:20) Therefore, natural disaster and sickness happen, regardless of the situations. That is the same for Christians. 
<03>
2） This world is under the rule of the evil. 
（１John5:19）We know that we are of God, and the whole world lies under the sway of the wicked one.
The Bible says that the whole world is under the rule of Satan. Then it is natural that there are suffering and difficulties. In addition, we may suffer even more if there is an opening in our lives for the enemy to enter 
<04>
3） unrighteousness
If this world is filled with the evil, then it is quite natural that unjustified disasters happen, such as bully, rape, or abuse of the parents etc. It is not your fault that the unrighteousness happens to you. You are not to be condemned at all. This theme is mentioned in more detail in E7 about unrighteousness.

<05>
4） because of ignorance or foolishness
God promises us protection. In spite of that, we may lose His protection if we do not know this promise. Though God promises us prosperity, we may miss blessings of God if we are convinced that Christians are to be pure and poor. 
<06>
Also, it is needless to say that lives with self-indulgence, debt, neglecting family, greediness, wrong values, or every kind of inappropriate behavior or relationship may cause problems. 
<07>
5） because you have not renounced wrong spiritual covenents or curses you had received.

As you have learned in basic course A or B, you may end up carrying the burdens you do not need tocarry , when you have not dealt with the past. 
<08>
6） because God allows suffering to happen
Why can unexpected accidents happen to us or can Satan work with power, even though God isAlmighty? It is because God knows that we can be transformed through such situations. Also there are following effects; 
<09>
A) to transform our lives
(1) to remove foolishness：

（Psalm119:67）Before I was afflicted I went astray,But now I keep Your word.
119:71 It is good for me that I have been afflicted,That I may learn Your statutes.
 119:72 The law of Your mouth is better to meThan thousands of coins of gold and silver. 
<10>
There are stubburnness or foolishness in our lives that cannot be changed unledd we go through afflictions. Affliction becomes fire to purify our lives. 
<11>
（IPeter1:7 that the genuineness of your faith, being much more precious than gold that perishes, though it is tested by fire, may be found to praise, honor, and glory at the revelation of Jesus Christ, 

<12>
(2) to become considerate and compassionate to others


The nature of man is originally selfish. But through suffering, man can humble himself and become compassionate to others.

（II Cor.1:4） who comforts us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort those who are in any trouble, with the comfort with which we ourselves are comforted by God. 
<13>
What is wonderful about this verse is the part saying ‘ the comfort with which we ourselves are comforted by God.’ If we say that we can comfort others because we ourselves have gone through suffering, we can only comfort others within our experience of suffering. We become helpless to those who have gone through greater suffering. There are different ranges of suffering in lives.

However, the power we can comfort others is not based on our experience, but based on the comfort we have received from God. That means, if we have experienced being touched by God, we will be able to comfort those who are in any kind of suffering. What we do actually pour God’s love and comfort. 
<14>
(3) to destroy our comfortable situation
It is not wrong for us to enjoy our lives and become prosperous. Our God is not stoic God. However, the comfort in our lives blinds our spiritual eyes in many cases and clouds our hearts to be considerate to others, and makes selfishness grow. 
<15>
(4) to search our motives
（Deu.8:2 "And you shall remember that the Lord your God led you all the way these forty years in the wilderness, to humble you and test you, to know what was in your heart, whether you would keep His commandments or not. 
<16>
It is the motive that matters most when you do something. Anyone makes mistakes and misunderstands. We should do things and move on without fearing mistakes. However, if the motive is wrong, that is the source of all evil. God examines our motives for doing a certain thing such as for money, fame, manipulating people, or out of wounds of hearts etc. 

Therefore, God allows us to fail. If so, we may fail in doing things no matter how hard we try to do things perfectly. 
<18>
B) to make us happy
We come across such verses in the Bible. 
（Deu.8:16）"・・・ that He might test you, to do you good in the end.” 
<19>
Yes, there is a purpose for us going through suffering and God testing our motives, which is to do us good in the end. 
<20>
■God makes everything work for good

（Romans8:28）And we know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to those who are the called according to His purpose. 

<21>
Here lies the fundamental difference between us Christians and the people in the world. God allows usHis children to go through suffering because God knows that He makes all things to work for good.
<22>
We need to have a world view written in Ijohn 4:8 in order to have such positive thinking. When the Israelites faced suffering, they blamed Moses, saying God had evil intention, even though God had intended to do great works. In such heart conditions, you may miss the blessings God intended to give. 
<23>
There are various causes for having such wrong perspective on God. One of them may be Satan’s oppression, which is a spiritual problem. Also as mentioned in A or B group, it could be a wound of wounds you have received in childhood. Therefore, it will be good to review the courses you learned in the past so that you may have good world view and perspective on God. 
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