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Here is a quiz. What is the thing you must not do after you have become a Christian? 

A) murder　　B)stealing　　C) speaking ill of others　　D) all of ABC　　E)none of  ABC

This is a tricky question. The correct answer is (Ｅ）, none of them.
Please pay attentin to the part ‘after you have become a Christian’. You are not supposed to do any of them, though. 
<03>
When you are asked by non-believers if Christians cannot do such and such, you may respond to them, saying that you must obey what the Bible says. Then they may feel that it is so restrictive to become a Christian. 

The response to such a question is incorrect information and may hinder people from believing God. 
But the perspective that there will not be more things forbidden after becoming a Christian may impact the non believers and may help them open up their hearts to God. 
<04>
However, there many things that are OK in the worldly standard and not illegal, but are not supposed tobe done. Even though the common sense of the world torelate but forbid or tell us to refrain from doing them in the Bible. It is because we may be bound or give space for Satan to enter or hinder people’s salvation, or worsen the human relationship, or bring curse to the society. The Bible teaches us these things so that we may not be damaged or suffer from the disadvantages. 

That is why it is not appropriate to think that you restrict your behavior because God may get angry or God may judge you. 
<05>
Bleach has two kinds. One is oxygen bleach and the other is chlorine bleach. If you mix these two, toxic gas may be generated. Therefore, those products have instruction; danger of mixing. No one may think that the bleach company tries to restrict our lives by reading such an instruction. Rather because it is a manufacturer, we may think that they give information that is beneficial to us. 
<06>
The word of the Bible is the same. The Bible offers us beneficial information so that we may not be damaged. God gives us advice because He is the designer and creator of this world. 
<07>
■Case study
In the above<04>, what is OK in the world but is forbidden in the Bible is things like sex outside of marriage or idolatory. But here let us consider some of the things which are not forbidden in the Bible, which belongs to ‘gray zone’. 
<08>
3 perspectives on drinking alcohol
1 It is not forbidden in the Bible ②You should not drink alcohol so that you may not be a stumbling block to those who are weak in faith(１コリ8:9)。③Using given rights or insisting on them too much brings disadavntages to us. ④ Use of alcohol is torelated for the purpose of expansion of the Kingdom of God.
<09>
Jesus drank (Matthew11:19)、②Drinking alcohol is recommended for the sake of health(I Tim5:23）That is why, the statement ‘we must not drink alcohol’ goes beyond what the Bible says. 

Therefore we do not teach ‘you must not drink alcohol ‘ before and now. However, before I rewrote this teaching in 2021, I decided to bend a little towards negative direction. The reason is that we and our church have not matured as we have expected. 
<10>
As in I Cor.6:12, the teaching that we need to discern things because not all things are beneficial. This teaching is good. But we also need to know that Satan tries to find a way into our lives if we have attitude of using drinking as pleasure too much or trying to justifying drinking. 
<11>
Also we should not forget what it says in I Cor. 6:10. ‘nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners will inherit the kingdom of God.’ Also there are many people who are addicted to alcohol. This kind of thing actually starts with just a little bit of drinking. Because of that, there are reasons why many Christians in the U.S. and Japan have attitude of not drinking basically. 
<12>
Another logical reason for not drinking is that that is a Christian culture in many countries except for Europe. I think that cultures need to be respected as cultures. 
<13>

Even though the Bible does not forbid it, I would like to show the direction that it is better not to drink. I t is like in Joshua 24:15, Joshua said either would do. But Joshua said that he and his household would serve the Lord. 
<14>
◆Application to life
You should not make it a habit or use it for pleasure. But if you totally detest it, you may miss an opportunity God has given you. So we need to understand things with balance.

Let’s suppose you are invited to go drinking by your colleague. Japanese man may not usually say,’ I have a trouble in my life so I would like you to listen to me and help me.’ But if someone says, ‘Let’s go drinking.’ may mean that. If you take a position of not going to such a place with drinking, you may end up missing an opportunity to share God’s love. 
<15>
If you really do not want to go drinking, you have an option of saying that you do not drink but you can accompany them. 
<16>
Many Christians live focusing on judging this is right or wrong. People in the world, however, do not respect you because you do not do certain things. But if you get involved in the lives of people and build up the relationship with people, they will have chances to respect you or experience the fragrance of Jesus in you. 
<17>
◆For the understanding with good balance
Anyway, advice as a pastor is not about whether it is good or bad, but whether that person is mature enough or not. If you are mature enough as a Christian, you will be blessed no matter what you may do and you will be used for the glory of God. Otherwise, things may turn out as curse. 
<18>
In the world, there are many things which may not be distinguished clearly whether it is good or bad, socalled gray zone. 

Therefore, we may struggle in discerning. But the clue to do a right discerning is ‘motive’ or ‘vision’, or ‘What God can do through this’, instead of whether it is right or wrong. And what supports that is ‘maturity’. What I desire for everyone is that each Christian will grow into maturity and think and act for themselves and manifest the glory of God, instead of just teaching what is OK and what is not. 
<19>
Pastors are not supposed to restrict the behavior of the members. Pastors should not be overprotective spiritually. If so, Christians may not have living faith and barely maintain faith by not getting involved in the people of the world. The church should not be a gathering of  ‘well behaved Christians’.

We need to go out to the world, build relationship with the people in the world, and share the great values of living with Christ. 
<20>
Therefore, what we teach in this basic course is not to give restriction of action. Instead, what we teachhere is to nourish the spiritual life, bring freedom and help each person into maturity. If we do not help them with freedom of action, it is very wrong. 
<21>
What we should not misunderstand is that we do not get free or healed automatically by taking a basicBible course. We will be able to see the fruit by applying what we learn into our own lives. 

That includes forgiveness, repentance, relationship with people, having devotional, prayer and praise &worship, offering, and serving etc. Also it is important for us to open up our hearts and build transparent relationship with one another. 
<22>
Then we see the sign of maturity in the lives, pastors will be confident to release them to the world, such as relationship with non believers, or other things in gray zone in order to lead souls to christ. 
<23>
Therefore, we cannot encourage those who are weak in faith, ease to be influenced emotionally, or havedistrust in church, to ‘go out and get in touch with the people in the world’. The reason for that is that it is obvious to see them become target of the attack of Satan. 

Please understand that in such cases, we may advise you to stop doing the present activity. 
<01>
■付録■未信者の異性と男女交際について
これについては、その交際の目的とゴールは何なのかを考えるべきです。信者、未信者を問わず、友達関係以上の男女の関係の目的は結婚へ至る過程であるべきだからです。

<02>
相手はクリスチャンのほうが良いのは明らかです。（もちろんどんな人でも良いわけではありませんが）。また、聖書にも（２コリ6:14）に「不信者と、つり合わぬくびきをいっしょにつけてはいけません。」とも書いています。私にとっては自分に与えられた人生の使命を達成するためにも、未信者との結婚は考えられません。

<03>

しかし、もちろん、男女を問わず未信者と交遊関係を持つことがダメなわけではありません。それは、キリストの香りを放ち、その人を救いに導く機会でもあるのでむしろ積極的にするべきこととも言えます。それであるなら、その拡大解釈として、異性との友達以上恋人未満の関係も容認されるという考え方も成り立ちます。

<04>

というのもキリスト教界では適齢期の女性より男性が少ないので、数学的に言うなら、そのままではクリスチャン男性と結婚できるクリスチャン女性は少ないことになるからです。（これ以下女性の視点で話を進めます）
<05>
先に説明した「成熟することが大切」という視点で言うなら、成熟したクリスチャンが未信者との関わりの中でその方がクリスチャンとしての生き方の素晴らしさに触れて信仰を持ち、救いに導かれることは素晴らしいことですし、結婚に至るのも良いことです。ある意味で最高の伝道方法ともいえます。
実は私も、クリスチャン女性との交友関係を通じて救われました。

<06>
ただ、こればかりは一筋縄ではいかない問題がたくさんあります。恋愛感情を伴うなら、感情的に引きずられ、コントロールされあなたがその方をキリストの元に導く代わりにあなたを迷わすこともあるからです。
最初は宣教目的であったとしても、結婚が偶像になって相手の方を十分導けなくなってしまうのです。

<07>

もちろん、交際前に交際の意味を確認しあう必要があります。世の基準だと交際すればセックスするものだと考える人も多いからです。それにはきちんと説明をして線を引く必要があります。
<08>

冷静な目で相手を見、そして感情的に引きずられないようにするために、一番良いのは男女交際の恋人関係ではなく、友人としてかかわっていくことです。私が妻と出会ったときは、私は未信者でした。そして彼女とはただの知り合いでしたし、のちに私がクリスチャンになり、札幌に引っ越したのちもただの同労者であり友人でした。それは、本当に良かったと思います。冷静な目で相手を観察し知ることができたからです。
<09>
もちろん、うまくいくとは限らず交際期間の間に最善を尽くしても、その方が救われない事もあります。

男性は目的思考なので、結婚前ならあなたを手に入れる為には何でもする傾向がある（つまり信じたふりをする）にも関わらず結婚前に救いに導けないとしたら結婚後に救われる事をあまり期待できないでしょう。
<11>

そんな中で、確信と平安の中で、一定の条件下で（たとえば相手の方が妻の信仰の自由を保障し、子どもと教会に出席することを容認する等）、その方との結婚をあなたが選択することも起こりうることでしょう。

<12>
教会としてはそういう決断をされた方を拒絶するわけではなく、あなたの決断と結婚を尊重することでしょう。

そして、今いる立場で、あなたが主の祝福を受け、最善をなされすべてが益と変えられるように祈ります。

<13>

その方を救いに導くための宣教師的な働きをしようとあなたがチャレンジしたのであるなら、たとえうまくいかなかったからと言って恥ずかしい思いをさせることはありません。
<14>
結婚はある意味賭けです。もちろん教えを受け、互いを受け入れ合い、喜んで変えられることを望み、問題があっても助けを求めることができるのなら、未信者と結婚しても不幸になるわけではありません。
その結婚生活はある意味長期の宣教生活と言えますが、教会につながり続けることによって、子供に信仰を継承し、次世代の神の国を建て上げる為にあなたは用いられることができるのです。
また、それを通じて神様が何か御業をなさることもできます。ですから、その方が単に救われるだけでなく、想像しなかった形で用いることも神様はおできになるのです。
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