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In Japan where Christians are the manority, Christian things are in a way foreign to many people. 

To become a Christian is not quitting being a Japanese, though. Instead, becoming a Christian will help you to bring out and appreciate the beautiful virtues God originally gave Japanese,

A culture is a gift God has given to each country and ethnic group. 
<02>
(Acts17:26～27)  "And He has made from one blood every nation of men to dwell on all the face of the earth, and has determined their preappointed times and the boundaries of their dwellings,

 "so that they should seek the Lord, in the hope that they might grope for Him and find Him, though He is not far from each one of us;

us? 
<03>
The Bible does not deny the cultures. Instead it says that people get to know God through the differences of countries and cultures. And Paul said that he became like a Jew to the Jews, and became like a Greek to the Greeks and preached the Gospel. 
 <04>
Not all the cultures and customs of Japan are from God. Obviously there are many which come from demonic influence. Therefore, we need to discern wisely. 
Also there are many things which belong to the gray zone( things you cannot distinguish right or wrong) as mentioned previously. As for me, I try to avoid even gray zone things as much as possible to remove every obstacle with the fear of God. 
<05>
■　To act according to the measure of your faith

There are customs which you should not accept as Christians. But as it is the same for everything, please make your own decision according to the measure of your faith. 
Just because you are taught that way or because Christians are supposed to do so, you do not have to do things too hard for you. Those with weak faith do something because they feel they must or they should not, then it is not a faith. 

<06>
Romans 14:1 Receive one who is weak in the faith, but not to disputes over doubtful things. 14:22 Do you have faith? Have it to yourself before God. Happy is he who does not condemn himself in what he approves. 
<07>
■　Funeral
In Japan, most funerals are held in Buddhism style. It may not be wise not to attend the funeral becauseit is Buddhism style. Rather you can attend them and show condolence, comfort and encouragement to the bereaved family. 
Funerals are the milestone of life and important events in human relationship. Also it is time to make steps in life. 

<08>
An issue for Christians may be burning incense. It is because the Bible says that God detested incense burning to idols. Therefore, it is commonly taught in many Christian churches that you should not burn incense.  
<09>
However, we do not conclude that you should never burn incense. It is because many people do so in order to show condolence and bid farewell instead of worshiping the Buddha or the deceased. 
Therefore, you may also think that it is OK to burn incense if you do not worship idols or the deceased.

<10>
In case you do not burn incense, it is most important to show the motive based on love, in order to have peace with others. That is an attitude to show love, kindness and comfort. 
<11>

Those who have decided not to burn incense may feel pressure if each person is called to forward. However, it may not be a big problem nowadays even if you don’t burn incense. 
Also it may not sound a positive measure, but you can also ‘pretend’ to do so. Anyway, others around youare not watching you as you imagine. And if they know that you are a Christian, they may pretend not to notice anything or may even attend to your needs. 
<12>
As a side note, in Christian funerals in Japan, we offer flowers to God(not to the deceased). It is done only in Japan. It is done probably because Japanese may feel uncomfortable not to offer anything in funerals since they are used to Buddhism style funerals. 
<13>
■　Wedding
There is no problem in attending Shinto weddings. Rather, we should bless them, even if they do not make a vow before God the Creator. (Isaiah 65:16)’ So that he who blesses himself in the earth Shall bless himself in the God of truth;And he who swears in the earthShall swear by the God of truth;Because the former troubles are forgotten,And because they are hidden from My eyes.’
As it is said in the Bible, weddings are valid before God. It is good to bless your family, relatives and friends. 
<14>
The issue in Shinto weddings is ‘cup ceremony of family’, where a whole family drinks sake from the same cup as a covenant to become one. That sake is offered to an idol. It is like Shinto version communion. 
<15>
There are 2 opinions about sake offered to idols. One is that it is OK to drink it. The Bible says in I Cor.8:8 ‘ But food does not commend us to God; for neither if we eat are we the better, nor if we do not eat are we the worse.’ According to this scripture, drinking sake offered to an idol may not harm you. 
<16>
However, Paul’s talk is not over there and he goes on to share some other things. His conclusion was that he would not eat any meat offered to idols from then on. He said that he would not eat it for his own testimony, his conscience, and for God.
<17>
If you do not drink sake, what you can do may be that you pretend to be drinking. If it is against your conscience, then please think for yourself. May God give you wisdom. 
<18>
■　Visiting the grave：　　
Visiting the grave is a good opportunity, if you do not worship the grave or the deceased. It is often misunderstood that Christians do not honor ancestors. You must not worship graves or ancestors. But we should have attitude of respecting and honoring ancestors. If you go with your non believers family members to visit the grave and clean up the grave eagerly, you can have an opportunity to be a testimony to honor ancestors. 
<19>
Some people may worry that it may be an act of helping idol worship. In II Kings 5:18, general Naaman believed God and he was worried because he had a duty to support idol worship of his King. Naaman asked prophet Elisha about that and he said it was OK. In this way, this kind of thing is torelated. 
<20>
■　First visit of the year to a shrine：
<21>
If your faith is weak or have fear, it would be better not to go there. When you have fear towards evil sirits, that means you recognize it is great, which exalts the name of satan. 
<22>
■　Shichigosan：　It is a ceremony to dedicate children to the god of shrine, no matter how its origin may be. The meaning of it is asking the god to protect the child as we dedicate the child to the god of shrine.


<23>
■　National flag：　It is natural to honor your own country or the country where youlive. If you honor the nation,  you should also honor its flag. There are some Japanese people who have a hatred for the national flag, which seems to be the result of the guild which was brought to Japanese people after the Pacific war. 
<24>
Many of the so called war crimes such as Comfort woman, or Nanjing Massacreare forgery or exaggeration so that they may control Japanese people through war guilt by guiding them politically or demanding compensation. Therefore, we should not stop loving and honoring Japan because such things.（for more details, please check http://hop.verse.jp/japan/jp/）
<25>
One of the greatest causes of the war was because Japan rose up against the western nations which colonized major parts of the world. Although Japan lost the war, many of Asian and African countries begame independent countries and the black people obtained a human right. Therefore, Japan is an instrument God used in order to change the history. Therefore there is something we can be poud of about Japan. 
 <26>
■　National anthem： The perspective on national anthem is basically the same as for the national flag. Some Christians think that a Japanese national anthem ‘Kimigayo’ s a worship song to the emperor. But it is not the case. Some even hesitate to sing the national anthem, saying that the melody is gloomy and it is not pleasant. Actually Japan is one of the oldest countries in the world. That is why the national anthem may sound different from rather new countries which are some decades or some hundreds of years old.  
<27>
（※）China seems to have thousands of years of history. However, its dynasty changes according to each era. And so does its dominating tribe. In Japan, the reign of the emperor lasts more than 2 thousands of years, which is very rare. 
<28>
■　Dolls’ festival and Boys’ Festival：　
The origin of the dolls’ festival may have some magical and demonic meanings. But today, that original meaning seems to be lost and the existence itself may not be totally wrong. However, there is a superstition such as they may not be  able to get married early enough if they have forgot to put away the dolls in time. That can be a curse and it has evil and demonic significance more than just decorating dolls. In my house, we make it a rule not to put any kind of dolls even if they may be just toys. 
<29>
The boys’ festival is the same was the dolls’ festival. There is a hidden spiritual message. As in the 3rd verse of the song ‘Koinobori’, as a result of a boy becoming strong like a carp, he can become a dragon( symbol of satan). This is what they desire for their boys. 
 <30>
Even if you do these things, you may not be bound by evil spirits immediately. If so, you will find it easy to discern the evil things. However, if you accumulate so many small things, that can bring about bondage. 
<31>
■　Exposure to danger can be an opportunity for deliverance
I have heard that someone got spiritually bound when he drank the Shinto sake in wedding. It may be true that you may get affected spiritually by attending other religious ceremonies. However, this kind of thing may have happend to that person not only because he drank the sake but also because he may already have had foothold of satan. So we can say the sake exposed the evil influence of that person to the surface and it became an opportunity to deal with that bondage.

<32>
Seen from that perspective, tolerating comforming to the worldly customs and not rejecting them directly seems to be a teaching which compromises to the world. But in other words, the inner spiritual problems can be brought to the surface and to be dealt with and it can become an opportunity of spiritual growth. 
<33>
If you are being overprotected spiritually by receiving teaching such as ‘Don’t do this or that’, your problems or struggles may not be dealt with. And as a consequence, you may live a life of faith with narrow and small victory and holiness.
God tolerates evil spirits’ activities not because God wants to destroy us but because God wants to sanctify us and transform our lives to be without stain or blemish. God can use this for our growth. 
<34>
As it was in the previous course, those whose faith is mature and spiritually strong can do anything without problems. 
 <35>
The Basic teaching course may seem ‘each teaching’, which does not control behaviors with teaching. However, it is a ‘strict teaching’ in a way because risks are considered for the sake of growth. Instead of treating believers with overprotection, this teaching may expose hidden spiritual problems to the surface as a result of making their own decisions of action, which may lead to dealing with the inner life of that person. 
<36>
Therefore, this kind of tolerance can function effectively only when there is an environment in the church of opening the hearts to each other and receiving counseling. Therefore, please do not just receive this teaching but get more connected with church and cover one another. 
<37>
However, those who have strong spiritual binding should be advised to consult the pastors or the staff of the church in order not to give room to the enemies and in order to avoid even gray zone things. 
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